
 

  

Computer Associates has enhanced their Seasoft software package to comply with the USDA 
mandatory labeling program referred to as C.O.O.L (Country Of Origin Labeling). 

USDA published the proposed rule for the mandatory program in the October 30, 2003, Federal 
Register with a 60-day comment period. The comment period was extended from December 29, 
2003, to February 27, 2004. 
 
On January 27, 2004, President Bush signed Public Law 108-199 which delays the 
implementation of mandatory COOL for all covered commodities except wild and farm-raised fish 
and shellfish until September 30, 2006. 
 
USDA received approximately 5,600 timely comments, the majority of which related to the 
designation of fish and shellfish as either wild or farm-raised, the definition of a processed food 
item, and the recordkeeping requirements for both retailers and suppliers. USDA is evaluating all 
of the comments received and will address these comments in the final rule. 

The rule currently states that In the case where a covered commodity was grown and packed in a 
foreign country prior to processing in the United States, the product shall be labeled with the 
foreign country where it was grown and/or packed in accordance with existing Federal law at the 
time when the product entered the United States. For example, the product label could be applied 
as: ``Grown and packed in Country X and Processed in the United States.'' In the case where a 
covered commodity was grown and packed in two or more foreign countries prior to processing in 
the United States, the product shall be labeled with the foreign country it was grown and/or 
packed in accordance with existing Federal law at the time when the product entered the United 
States. For example, product may have been grown in Country X, packed in Country Y, and 
processed in the United States. When the product entered the United States, under existing 
Federal law it would be identified as product of Country Y and could carry the label ``Product of 
Country Y, Processed in the United States.'' However, such products may instead be labeled to 
identify each specific country and in applicable chronological order by country if the product's 
identity was maintained under a verifiable recordkeeping system. In the case where a covered 
commodity was harvested in the waters of or by a flagged vessel of one country and processed in 
another country or onboard a vessel with a different flag, the product label shall be applied as: 
``Harvested in (Country X, as applicable) and Processed in (Country Y, as applicable).'' 

Seasoft was modified to track specific COOL data due to the requirement to denote multiple 
levels of product information including method of production as well as where the product was 
grown, packed and processed.  This information can be defaulted on the inventory item and 
entered at time of receipt or shipment. Labels can be generated at time of receipt that include 
COOL and MOP details. A unique transaction number (or lot #) can be generated each time a lot 
is received into inventory. Using tools already available in Seasoft this unique number can be 
used to track the received product from time of receipt through the shipping process to an 
unlimited number of shipping locations. Using this unique number retail customers can inquire 
back to the supplier on product they receive to identify the method of production and COOL 
details. This unique transaction number can be printed on the label, shown as a bar code or both. 
An example of some of the screens in Seasoft that prompt for COOL and MOP details are 
included in the following pages. This information is stored as part of the transaction history for 
every purchase and sale and can be retrieved a number of different ways.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


